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Some ſmall and ſimple Reaſons, delivered in a 
Hollow Tree in Waltham Forreſt, in a 
Lefure,or the 33.of March laſt. 


Y Deare B:loved and Zealous Brethren and Sifters here Aſſembled in 
NA thisboly Congregatitn, I am'to untold, unjavcll, untwilſt, untye, un- 
looſe, and ankle to your uncapable underſtandings, ſome {mall Reaſons, the 
Kattcr, the Cauſes,the Motives,the Grounds,the Principles, the Maxims, the 
whyes andthe wherefores, wherefore and why, wercj-ct, omit, abandon, 
contemne,deſpiſe,and are agd ought ta be withitandcrs and oppoſers of the 
Service-book( called by the hard name of Liewrgy)urCommon prayer, which 
hath continued io the Church of Eng/and 84 yecrs. 

I haveexaQtly examined apd g6llefteflarhe Notes and obſcrvations out of 
the Learned Hebrew tranſlated volumes of |1R:iþby. Ananias, Rabby Achito- 
phel,Rabby-Iſcarier, Rabby Simon Magis,' Rabby Demas, und Rabby Alex- 
ander the Copgerimith,ang all nbr any of their-writings,dothin any place fo 

- much asmention : har bovk;or any fach kj1:d ofServioeto beuſed at all bythem 
I havefarther taken paines nn Jogkirg aver fome: Caldeang Perſian; Egyptian, 
Arabias,and Arminian Authors ( of which I und«titood not one word) 1 alſo 
(with the like diligence andunderſtaading haveviewed the Turkiſh A/acros, 
andthere I fonnd not any {1 llacle conceraing either Lirmygie, Common-praycr 
or Divine Service. As foriGrfek AathorsÞ muſt confetle I und critand them 
not (or negat:y. ly )for which Reaſon I leave them as impetti.icnt,and touch- 
ing the Latine Writers, they artparttall1: this caſe, thetongue being Roma- 
n4ar,and the Idiome 15 Babiloni/h, which ſeems to me an Intricate contuſion. 

I having carefully veiwedthe Tomesand Tenets of Relizion, and boo'tsof 
all manner of Hierogliphicks,writings,Scrolles,Tallies, : cor:s and Characteis, 
and finding nothing for the gyaintaning of that: Book ur Liturgie, I lookt 
intothe Eccleſialticall Hiltor 3 wriken Dy O.1c Eu/ebing, and another fellow 
they call Socrates, whttth Tfbund fitanyArgaments and Lncitements to move 

_ mea 
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(3) ACDALy 
men toſuch dodtrine 35 is compriſed and compiledinthe 1% gi? 
Iſcarched into the As and Monuments of this Kingdom nb! a 
and there 1 found that the Compoſers of it were Bilhops and Deg ogy 
great learned Scholles men of unfained Integrity, of Impregnable*Conttancy, 
who with invincible Faith ſuffered moſt Glorious Martyrdome by the Papall 
Tyranny,for the writing and maintaining that Book, with the true Proteſtant | 
Religion contained in it, 

Brethren, 1 muſt confeſſe that 1 was ſomewhat puzzled in my mind at theſe 
things & I could not be ſatisfied till I had conſulted with ſome of our devout 
Brothers,car brother How the Cobler* was the firſt I brake my mind to, and 
weadviſcd to call ur ſummon a Synod to be held in my Lord Brooks Stable 
(the Reverend Spencer)the ſtable groome being the Metropolitanthere. At our 
mceting there was Greene the Felt-maker, Barebones theLeatherfcller, Squire 
the Taylor, with Hoare a Weiver, & Daviſon a Bonelace-maker of Meſſenden, 
& Paxl Hicheſon of Wickham Txylor, with ſome fonreor five Bakers dozzens 
of Weavtrs, Millars, Tinkers, -Botchers, Broomen, Porters, of all Trades, 
many of thein bringing notes with them fitting for our purpoſe, whichnotes 
they had taken carefully tromtheinftruftions of the demi-martyrs and round 
and Sound Conteſſors; St.B.St.P, and St. B. out of which (with our own Ca- 
pacitics andingenuities to _ we have colle&ed and gathered, theſe ſound 
and infallible obj<Rtions againſt the Book of Common-Prayer, or Liewrgie, 
as foiloweth, | | 

For our own parts (my Brethren) it is for the Reputation and Honour of 
our Holy Cauſc and Calling to conteſt, maligyeagd cavill, where we are not 
able either to convieeby Reaſons or Arguments ;' therefore I haveing trac'd 
the Book fromend tocnd,and yet (upen thematter) tono end for ſuch ends 
as we would conclude upon, I finde nothing init difagreeing to Gods word 
or agreeing with eur doctrine. The firſt prayer called/the Gonfeffion, (is quite 
contrary toour appetites and profefiion; for to' corifefle that Fee have erred 
andftrazedling loft. Sheepisto acknowhled our ſelves tobe fiity horned Beaſts 
and Cuckolds,our Children ( by that reckoning ſhould be Lawbes, our Wives 
Tewes,and we(their innocent kusbands )mult be Ramz;and every Lay Preach- 
exar cn ri Treadeſman world be accounted a Bellweacker to the flocke 

Neither dowe think it fit to make our ſelves appear ſo weak witted or Puſil- 
lanimous asto confefle that We have left wndone thoſe things which we ought 
to have done,&5-done thoſe thing s which we ought not to haye done ,for (ch x con- 

teſſion will lay open our Difloyalry,our I:rufien,our Tranſprefſions,Rebelli- 
-ons,and Treaſons we ſhall therein ackdowhedge our (elves, by omicting of du- 
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ties,and committing of Villanies in Church and State do deſerve juſtly the ſe- 
verity of God,qnd the Kings Laws tobe our deſerved wages : beſides, we hold 
it to be a retraftive diminiihiag of valour,a Popiſh kind of Cewardly Effemi- 
nate ſubmiſſion, which our ſtout hearts, ſtiffe necks, and ſtubborn knees will 
never ſtoop and bow to,for the old Prover bis Confeſſe and be,o+c, 
-»©oncerning the ſecond Prayer (called the Abſolution) tor the remiſſion of 
ſins through Chriſt, though Chrilt hath given power and commandment (to 
his lawtull Miniſters) to declare and pronounce in his Name,toall truerepen- 
ting finners,the a>ſolution and remillion of their fins, yet we will net beleeve 
it to be availcable, but cſteeme it as Popiſh and Superſtitious. 

As for the Lords Prayer,which the Papifts call by the Romi/b or lative name 
of Pater Noſter vie muſt confefle it is pithy and ſhort, but had our advices bin 
at the making of it,it ſhould have been two yards and a halfe longer, (by Lon- 
don meaſure) Bdlides,we woulg like it better it it were not Commanded or 
enjJoyned upon us, for our faiths caunot brook tobe limited withinthe com- 
paiſc of any Command, Decree, Edi, Law, Statute,Order,Rule,Ordinance, 
Government, or Authority either of God or the King ; beſides, in that Prayer 
there is mention made of forgiving ſuch as T reſpaſſ againſt us , which our 
Dedtrine or Natures cannot incline to,” for we dog never remember a good 
turne, and very ſeldome or never forget or forgive an injury, Therefore for 
theſe conſiderable Cauſes (and many more) we think it requiſite to forbeare 
that briefe Prayer, and zealouſly to advance the Altitude of our (pacious cares, 
to receive the longitude of a three houres repetition, for our fructifying Edi- 
fication. | | 

Thirdly,for the deſiring the Lord to open our lips that onr ment hs might ſbew 

orth his praiſe : it is known we candoe that extempory (by the Spirit) and 
it belongs to our Teacher to open his lips and pray, but it is our to give 
ſpirituall attention,and not to open our lips, but onely at thei finging of old 
Robert Wiſdemes Madrigall, or the like. And whereas weare commanded to 
ſand at the ſaying of Gloria Patri,to avoid that Ceremeny,we holdit beſt not 
to ſay it at all, 

As for the 95.Pſalwe, (or,0 come let us ſmg,c5c.) we obje&t againk it far 
two Reaſons ; the one is of tallingdown and worſhipping, and kneeling ;and 
the other is we will neither kneel, fall down or worſhip, becauſe it is an expref- 
fonot humility and reverence, which, we utterly rcfuſe. te give cither to 
Godor man. As tor the order of reading the firſt Leſſon, we could like it bet- 
ter if it were not ſo ordered ; It were neceſſary we had freedome toread what 
when and where we liſt, (for order is odious ) and whereas there isappointed 
- "Iymne,called by a Latin name, Te Dream laudamm, we doe conceive the 
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matter of it to be very good, but that it 28 commpoſed by a Biſhop (one Am 
broſe ) of a City and Province in /taly called Atil/aive, and that the ſaid * Ans» 
broſe was not oncly a Biſhop, but (for his godly life and holy writings )he was 
made a Saint ; for the'e cauſes we leave him and his Hymneto, as being too 
much conformable to edification,decency,order and obedience, P- > alia 

Likewiſe the ſecond Leſſ-» may be read, but not that which is appeinted 
for the day,for (as is aforeſaid ) wecannot abide any thing that is appotatedor 
ordered by Authority;that our Conſciences being at liberty, we may the more 
freely ſhew our ſelves the lawkfle ſonnes and daughters of contuſion, 

And though it hath been n cuſtome very, ſignificant (and as ancient as the 

rimitive times of Chriftian Religion) torepeat the Articles of the Beleife 
Fm —ntcpds underſtanding,not withitanding, doth withſtand that kind of Po- 
(ture, for no other reaſon, but becauſe the Church ordain'd it,/ and the Law 
commands it ;and truely we doe know no fence ot Reaſon toſtand toany ſay- 
ing of - aith fox it is one of our principles that whatſoever we ſay we will ſtand 
10 normmy. 

Next followeth the Lords prayer againe (as the Proteſtants call it ) and a 
prayer compoſed of Yerſicler,wherein the Miniſter and People, do (as it were 
by Queſtions & Anſwers)defire G od; mercy,and the granting of /alvation after 
which they pray O:Lord ſave the King,which is by us wonderfully diſlik*t & 
omitted, and when weare torender the cauſe of it : we ſhall not want inſaf+ 
ficient Anſwers which we have ſtudiouſly pondred inthe learned Colled- 
ges of Amſterdam, and New-England. Then there followeth, Give peace in 
our time © Lord, which weutterly deteſt, for if oncethat prayer be granted, 
many of us (except the King be more mercitull then we deſervc)ſhall be hang» 
ed for rebellion and treaſon( and -—_— ſcape ſotco)the beſt we can look for 
i the advancing againe the'Prote Religion and then downe goe we with 
all our ſpirituall inſpirations and Long» winded Repetitions,we ſhall befilen« 
ced ( which is terrible torture)'or baniſh't from our zealous Sifters,our Co 
lections and Contributions wilt be abrogated and annihilated, our Puddings 
and Plam-broth will be in the forlome hope, and our ſelves excluded, extir- 
pated, exiled, excommunicated, as extraordinary, cxtravigant, .unexempled 
Raſcals and Coxcombes for theſe conſiderations of martiall validity, weight, 
and deep conſequence (altogether Repugnant and Malignant to our holy pre» 
feflion of BY owni/meand Anabaptiſme ) we will neither have Peace (although 
we dare not fight in warre) no Peace Ile pray for, therefore good brethren, I 
pray you no prayer for Peace. . 

And for laying, God make onr hearts cleane within #s, and take not thy holy 


ſpirit from ws ;thele words are impertiiient for usto ſpeak, for we know our | 
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hearts to be cleare and pure already, and forthe Spirit it is tyed ſofaſt to us 
that it canretbe taken from us, orfrom any that will beleeve us. 

For the Evening prayer, there is one Colle& for Peace, and another for the 
enlightning of our darknefſe ; we have already declared our minds, though all 
the world knowes us tobe Hipocrites, yet we doe know that a godly loyall 
peace wil confound us,therfore we wil notHypocritically pray forthat which 
wedeſire not to have ; and for our darkeneffe thuugh it be palpable to be felt 
(like the darkneſle of -gypr, yea more darkethen Ignorance it ſelf) yet we 
have by. inſtigation fuund /ight in abundance, our weights are /ig-t, our 
Mothers, Wives, Siſters, Aunts, Neeces, Daughters, and female ſervants are 
light,our inviſible Hornes are {ig ht, our Words, Deeds, Thoughts, Conſcier- 
cs, payinent of debt, and Religion is /ight (or of /ight account) our faith in 
God and loyalty to the King, are moſt Tranſlucently 4zghr, Apparantly /ighr, 
Refulgently /ight, Illultrately light, Tranſparently 1: gt, Internally light, Ex- 
ternally /ighe,Infernally /ight, Emblazond, Perſpicuated, Cognominated, Prc- 
pogated, and Promulgated toall the world to be /5gher,(lighterthen any thing 
that ca:2 be called lightneſie) lighter then Vapor, Ayre, Smoak, Flame, Duſt, 
Chafie, Wind, Feather, Froath, Cork, Yeaft, Fogge, Puffe, Blaſt,a Whore, Va- 
nity,yea more /ight then Vanity it ſelf. | 

As concerning Dnicunque Valt (or whoſoever will be faved ) it iSan argu=- 
ment that he that will be, may be, and he that will not may chuſe whether he 
will or no, whichimplicsa free will(a very Popiſh concluſion)alſothat Creed 
is concluded to be called Carholicke, which word welike not. 

Next followeth the Letanie, which isa hard word tous, and ſounds in our 
" ſpacious Earcs as it were7arine (or the Beaſts language) we confeſſe there are 
{.mefew ſentences, that may betolerated, but we ought to remember our 
ſelves and take hced that we avoid praying againſt fornication, ſedition,Con- 
{piracy, falſe Doftrincs, Herefie, hardneſſe of heart, and contempt of Gods 
Wordand Commandement ; for you know Brethren, that theſe are daily and 
nightly Contemplations, and Recreations ; befides it ſeemesto be a (wearing 
kind of Invocation (As ) By the EY the Nativity ard Circumciſion 
Baptiſme, Faſting, T emptation, Agony, Blooay ſweat, Croſſe, Paſſion, Dearh, 
Buriall, Reſurrettion, Aſcenſion and comming of the Hely Ghoſt ( All which is 
moſt certainly true ) but we oughtto find out ſome other By word; then the 
word By for though by them all trueBelceyersareſaved,yet thatisno warrant 
or argument we ſhould {weareby them. 

Then there is praying that the Church may be ruled and governed inthe 
right way, which if that be granted, what will become of us that doc know our 
ves to be none of the truc Church,therefore that prayer belongsnot to us. 

Then 
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Then follweth beſcechings for a. to be upon the King, Queed, and 
Royall Pcſterity,and that they may have Vitory overall their Enemies, and 
all the World knowes we are none of their friends, therefore theſe prayers are 
Apocryphy to us,neither will webe ſo ſimple to pray againſt vur ſelves, and the 
Cafe is plain that Rebellion muſt be tamed before the King can be viRorious, 

Then followes praying for Bi/bops( whom we cannot abide,nor can we ſhew 
whercforc) and amongſt the reſt there is a prayer for af women labowring with 
child, in which prayer many a looſe harlot may be comprehended, therefore it 
had been fitterto have praycd for all women labouring of child lawfully begot- 
tenfor verily it is ſinfull topray for either Root, Stock, Lim, Bough, Branch, 
Spri::ge, Leate, Fruit or feed of the wicked. I like w:1l of the lait verſe ( ex- 
cept one) of this ſame Latize, wherein we pray,that the fruits of the earth may 
be given and preſerved to on uſe (but with this proviſo) that wealone and 
none but we wholabour in the holy Cauſe) 52114 enjoy them in due time, or 
at any time, | | 

- Th:nthere are prayers for Mercy, for Grace, for Defence & viRtory in war, 
for preſcrvation from Plague and Peltilence, for Biſhops againe, and Curates, 
for Raine, for faire weather, for Relict- in dearth and tamine, then there fol- 
loweth 84. things which they call Colle&s, wherein many holy Saints are Re- 
membred on ecrtaine peculiar dayes, and though we can jultly find nothing 
but what is agre(able to Gods word inthe w hole Lirmrgy,yet the purity of our 
fingular DoQtrines doe hold it prophane and Popith fur we havethe Spiritto 
prompt us inſomuch as ourgrave Patriots have lately thought fit to unſaint 
all the Saints, and all the Churches and Houſes of God in Loudon, . have been 
theſe many monthes diſroabedof thrir-Sanimonious names ; and are all ex- 
communicated out of the weekly cifeaſed Bill; for now the Churches are to 
be called 10 more. St. John, St. Peter, but Peters, Andrews, lames, lobng, 
Geer ge,Church or Pariſh, with ſo wany dyed of ſech and ſuch dileaſes, orb 
caſualty ſuch,or ſuch a Raſcall hang'd himiclte,tor playing a 1»das part agai 
his © avcratgne. + 

Next followeththe ten Commandements (which we negle& to ſay) be- 
cauſc they are of the old Teſtament, and the Law was giventothe /ewes, we 
that are Chriſtians arc freed from it by the Goſpell ; belides tt is faia to have 
two Tables,one ſhewing our duty towardsGod,the others towards man,con- 
cerning the firſt of them we ho!d'our felves cleare from Idolatry, ſweariag and 
prophanation ; for the fecond, -we conceive it not to bind us eithertogive 
honour tothe King or Magiſtrates (they being the Fathers ard Protectors of 
our Country, Wealth, eſtates andall we enjuy under Goe) nor t@ our naturall 
Farents,if thcy be not of our faith, | 
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(8) 
At the Communian there are prayers for the King againe, and the Beliefe, 
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; Wuh Repeating ſome portions c# Scriptore to move mentoCharity and 700d 


werks all which weomic,tor onely faith is our praftice, and for good works, 


, erCharity, Wehold itts be unneceflary, and therefore we will neither uſe 


or doe any : Neither will we reccivelying, ſtanding, ſitting, nor kneeling 
(by Iny meanes) nor any way that is commanded by order, 1n what place or 
Country whatſoever ; as for publike or private Baptiſme, wearc able to doe 
that our ſclves, either in a Baſon, a River, a Brook, a Pond, a Pool, 2 Ditch or 
« Puddle,nor doe we holdit fitting, but that we be Godfathers and Godino= 
thers toour Children our ſelves,and call them what Scrip:ure names we lit. 
Nay,we will Church our wives our ſelves too. And as for Matriawany we will 
fave that charges, and take one anothers words, for we muſt take our wives 
words for our Children, and why not for themſclves ; as for the vilication of 
theſicke and Buriallof the dead, they. are both fit tobe done, the one is ne 
ceſlary,becauſc the Brethren and Siſters may meet and ſalute the Fealt. £ 

And as for the buriall of the dead, the cafe is all mens, befides Boyes, wo- 
men and Children, but a = and learned long ſtanding LeRaurer did lately 
find out the right way of Buriall; for an old man that dycd in the Parith of 
St. James neer the Dukes place within A/dgate,at which Funerall be Preach= 
ed,and in his Scrmon hetold the dead man his faults very Roundly, andabu- 
fed the Corps more for ten ſhillings then any Conformable Preacher would 
have done for twenty, and when he came to the laying the Body in the 
Ground, he ommitted all old order and Ceremonics ot Buriall, 'oncly thug 


briefly he laid, 
. Aſres to Aſves, duſt ro duſt, 
Heres the Hole and tn thow muſs, 
So theres anend,and an endof my Ledture. | 
Yet *o[/o* bao defſo re}ertefſerteiſer tear oeiferte], 
A Poſtſcript. 


T is humbly defired that the Reader do not cenſure the Writer 
with any thought,or touch of P ity,for inthis foregoing 


uicourſe he hath onely diſciphetod'thef6gjiſh Grounds, Tenets 
which the Teachers of the P ent'Se f Schiſmatiques,and Se- 
p4r4tiſts,doc hold and maintaltie, 


Yours, F.T, 


